
CHAPTER 7

COMBUSTION AIR

SECTION 701
GENERAL

701.1 Scope. The provisions of this chapter shall govern the re-
quirements for combustion and dilution air for fuel-burning ap-
pliances other than gas-fired appliances. The requirements for
combustion and dilution air for gas-fired appliances shall be in
accordance with the International Fuel Gas Code.

701.2 Combustion and dilution air required. Every room or
space containing fuel-burning appliances shall be provided
with combustion and dilution air as required by this code. Com-
bustion and dilution air shall be provided in accordance with
Section 702, 703, 704, 705, 706 or 707 or shall be provided by
an approved engineered system. Direct vent appliances or
equipment that do not draw combustion air from inside of the
building are not required to be considered in the determination
of the combustion and dilution air requirements. Combustion
air requirements shall be determined based on the simultaneous
operation of all fuel-burning appliances drawing combustion
and dilution air from the room or space.

701.3 Circulation of air. The equipment and appliances within
every room containing fuel-burning appliances shall be in-
stalled so as to allow free circulation of air. Provisions shall be
made to allow for the simultaneous operation of mechanical ex-
haust systems, fireplaces or other equipment and appliances
operating in the same room or space from which combustion
and dilution air is being drawn. Such provisions shall prevent
the operation of such appliances, equipment and systems from
affecting the supply of combustion and dilution air.

701.4 Crawl space and attic space. For the purposes of this
chapter, an opening to a naturally ventilated crawl space or attic
space shall be considered equivalent to an opening to the out-
doors.

701.4.1 Crawl space. Where lower-combustion air open-
ings connect with crawl spaces, such spaces shall have un-
obstructed openings to the outdoors at least twice that
required for the combustion air openings. The height of the
crawl space shall comply with the requirements of the Inter-
national Building Code and shall be without obstruction to
the free flow of air.

701.4.2 Attic space. Where combustion air is obtained from
an attic area, the attic ventilating openings shall not be sub-
ject to ice or snow blockage, and the attic shall have not less
than 30 inches (762 mm) vertical clear height at its maxi-
mum point. Attic ventilation openings shall be sufficient to
provide the required volume of combustion air and the attic
ventilation required by the International Building Code.
The combustion air openings shall be provided with a sleeve
of not less than 0.019-inch (0.5 mm) (No. 26 Gage) galva-
nized steel or other approved material extending from the
appliance enclosure to at least 6 inches (152 mm) above the
top of the ceiling joists and insulation.

701.5 Prohibited sources. Openings and ducts shall not con-
nect appliance enclosures with a space in which the operation
of a fan will adversely affect the flow of combustion air. Com-
bustion air shall not be obtained from a hazardous location, ex-
cept where the fuel-fired appliances are located within the
hazardous location and are installed in accordance with this
code. Combustion air shall not be taken from a refrigeration
machinery room.

SECTION 702
INSIDE AIR

702.1 All air from indoors. Combustion and dilution air shall
be permitted to be obtained entirely from the indoors in build-
ings that are not of unusually tight construction. In buildings of
unusually tight construction, combustion air shall be obtained
from the outdoors in accordance with Section 703, 705, 706 or
707.

Comm 64.0702 (1) Inside air. When the space providing air
for combustion, ventilation and dilution of flue gases has a
minimum volume of 250 cubic feet per 1,000 Btu per hour
combined input rating of all appliances, the use of inside air for
combustion shall be allowed.
(2) Note: When applying the provisions of this section, refer to IFGC Section
202 as adopted and modified in s. Comm 65.0202 (1) for the definition of “un-
usually tight construction.”

702.2 Air from the same room or space. The room or space
containing fuel-burning appliances shall be an unconfined
space as defined in Section 202.

702.3 Air from adjacent spaces. Where the volume of the
room in which the fuel-burning appliances are located does not
comply with Section 702.2, additional inside combustion and
dilution air shall be obtained by opening the room to adjacent
spaces so that the combined volume of all communicating
spaces meets the volumetric requirement of Section 702.2.
Openings connecting the spaces shall comply with Sections
702.3.1 and 702.3.2.

702.3.1 Number and location of openings. Two openings
shall be provided, one within 1 foot (305 mm) of the ceiling
of the room and one within 1 foot (305 mm) of the floor.

702.3.2 Size of openings. The net free area of each opening,
calculated in accordance with Section 708, shall be a mini-
mum of 1 square inch per 1,000 Btu/h (2201 mm2/kW) of in-
put rating of the fuel-burning appliances drawing
combustion and dilution air from the communicating spaces
and shall be not less than 100 square inches (64 516 mm2).

SECTION 703
OUTDOOR AIR

703.1 All air from the outdoors. Where all combustion and di-
lution air is to be provided by outdoor air, the required combus-
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tion and dilution air shall be obtained by opening the room to
the outdoors. Openings connecting the room to the outdoor air
shall comply with Sections 703.1.1 through 703.1.4.

703.1.1 Number and location of openings. Two openings
shall be provided, one within 1 foot (305 mm) of the ceiling
of the room and one within 1 foot (305 mm) of the floor.

703.1.2 Size of direct openings. The net free area of each
direct opening to the outdoors, calculated in accordance
with Section 709, shall be a minimum of 1 square inch per
4,000 Btu/h (550 mm2/kW) of combined input rating of the
fuel-burning appliances drawing combustion and dilution
air from the room.

703.1.3 Size of horizontal openings. The net free area of
each opening, calculated in accordance with Section 709
and connected to the outdoors through a horizontal duct,
shall be a minimum of 1 square inch per 2,000 Btu/h (1100
mm2/kW) of combined input rating of the fuel-burning ap-
pliances drawing combustion and dilution air from the
room. The cross-sectional area of the duct shall be equal to
or greater than the required size of the opening.

703.1.4 Size of vertical openings. The net free area of each
opening, calculated in accordance with Section 709 and
connected to the outdoors through a vertical duct, shall be a
minimum of 1 square inch per 4,000 Btu/h (550 mm2/kW)
of combined input rating of the fuel-burning appliances
drawing combustion and dilution air from the room. The
cross-sectional area of the duct shall be equal to or greater
than the required size of the opening.

SECTION 704
COMBINED USE OF INSIDE AND OUTDOOR AIR

(CONDITION 1)

704.1 Combination of air from inside and outdoors. This
section shall apply only to appliances located in confined
spaces in buildings not of unusually tight construction. Where
the volumes of rooms and spaces are combined for the purpose
of providing indoor combustion air, such rooms and spaces
shall communicate through permanent openings in compliance
with Sections 702.3.1 and 702.3.2. The required combustion
and dilution air shall be obtained by opening the room to the
outdoors using a combination of inside and outdoor air, pro-
rated in accordance with Section 704.1.6. The ratio of interior
spaces shall comply with Section 704.1.5. The number, loca-
tion and ratios of openings connecting the space with the out-
door air shall comply with Sections 704.1.1 through 704.1.4.

704.1.1 Number and location of openings. At least two
openings shall be provided, one within 1 foot (305 mm) of
the ceiling of the room and one within 1 foot (305 mm) of
the floor.

704.1.2 Ratio of direct openings. Where direct openings to
the outdoors are provided in accordance with Section 703.1,
the ratio of direct openings shall be the sum of the net free
areas of both direct openings to the outdoors, divided by the

sum of the required areas for both such openings as deter-
mined in accordance with Section 703.1.2.

704.1.3 Ratio of horizontal openings. Where openings
connected to the outdoors through horizontal ducts are pro-
vided in accordance with Section 703.1, the ratio of horizon-
tal openings shall be the sum of the net free areas of both
such openings, divided by the sum of the required areas for
both such openings as determined in accordance with Sec-
tion 703.1.3.

704.1.4 Ratio of vertical openings. Where openings con-
nected to the outdoors through vertical ducts are provided in
accordance with Section 703.1, the ratio of vertical open-
ings shall be the sum of the net free areas of both such open-
ings, divided by the sum of the required areas for both such
openings as determined in accordance with Section 703.1.4.

704.1.5 Ratio of interior spaces. The ratio of interior
spaces shall be the available volume of all communicating
spaces, divided by the required volume as determined in ac-
cordance with Sections 702.2 and 702.3.

704.1.6 Prorating of inside and outdoor air. In spaces that
utilize a combination of inside and outdoor air, the sum of
the ratios of all direct openings, horizontal openings, verti-
cal openings and interior spaces shall equal or exceed 1.

SECTION 705
COMBINED USE OF INSIDE AND OUTDOOR AIR

(CONDITION 2)
705.1 General. This section shall apply only to appliances lo-
cated in unconfined spaces in buildings of unusually tight con-
struction. Combustion air supplied by a combined use of indoor
and outdoor air shall be supplied through openings and ducts
extending to the appliance room or to the vicinity of the appli-
ance.

705.1.1 Openings and supply ducts. Openings shall be
provided, located and sized in accordance with Sections
702.3.1 and 702.3.2; additionally, there shall be one opening
to the outdoors having a free area of at least 1 square inch per
5,000 Btu/h (440 mm2/kW) of total input of all appliances in
the space.

SECTION 706
FORCED COMBUSTION AIR SUPPLY

706.1 General. Where all combustion air and dilution air is
provided by a mechanical forced-air system, the combustion
air and dilution air shall be supplied at the minimum rate of 1
cfm per 2,400 Btu/h [0.00067 m3/(s ⋅ kW)] of combined input
rating of all the fuel-burning appliances served. Each of the ap-
pliances served shall be electrically interlocked to the mechani-
cal forced-air system so as to prevent operation of the
appliances when the mechanical system is not in operation.
Where combustion air and dilution air is provided by the build-
ing’s mechanical ventilation system, the system shall provide
the specified combustion/dilution air rate in addition to the re-
quired ventilation air.
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CHAPTER 8

CHIMNEYS AND VENTS

SECTION 801
GENERAL

801.1 Scope. This chapter shall govern the installation, mainte-
nance, repair and approval of factory-built chimneys, chimney
liners, vents and connectors. This chapter shall also govern the
utilization of masonry chimneys. Gas-fired appliances shall be
vented in accordance with the International Fuel Gas Code.
Comm 64.0801 (1) Note: For DHFS licensed healthcare facilities as specified
in chs. HFS 124, 132, and 134, also refer to NFPA 211 as adopted in these chap-
ters.

801.2 General. Every fuel-burning appliance shall discharge
the products of combustion to a vent, factory-built chimney or
masonry chimney, except for appliances vented in accordance
with Section 804. The chimney or vent shall be designed for the
type of appliance being vented.

Comm 64.0801 (2) Space heaters. Permanently installed and
portable unvented fuel-fired space heaters are prohibited.
Note: See s. Comm 65.0620 for the prohibition of unvented gas-fired space
heaters.

801.2.1 Oil-fired appliances. Oil-fired appliances shall be
vented in accordance with this code and NFPA 31.

801.3 Masonry chimneys. Masonry chimneys shall be con-
structed in accordance with the International Building Code.

801.4 Positive flow. Venting systems shall be designed and
constructed so as to develop a positive flow adequate to convey
all combustion products to the outside atmosphere.

801.5 Design. Venting systems shall be designed in accordance
with this chapter or shall be approved engineered systems.

801.6 Minimum size of chimney or vent. Except as otherwise
provided for in this chapter, the size of the chimney or vent,
serving a single appliance, except engineered systems, shall
have a minimum area equal to the area of the appliance connec-
tion.

801.7 Solid fuel appliance flues. The cross-sectional area of a
flue serving a solid fuel-burning appliance shall be not greater
than three times the cross-sectional area of the appliance flue
collar or flue outlet.

801.8 Abandoned inlet openings. Abandoned inlet openings
in chimneys and vents shall be closed by an approved method.

801.9 Positive pressure. Where an appliance equipped with a
forced or induced draft system creates a positive pressure in the
venting system, the venting system shall be designed for posi-
tive pressure applications.

801.10 Connection to fireplace. Connection of appliances to
chimney flues serving fireplaces shall be in accordance with
Sections 801.10.1 through 801.10.3.

801.10.1 Closure and access. A noncombustible seal shall
be provided below the point of connection to prevent entry
of room air into the flue. Means shall be provided for access
to the flue for inspection and cleaning.

801.10.2 Connection to factory-built fireplace flue. An
appliance shall not be connected to a flue serving a factory-
built fireplace unless the appliance is specifically listed for
such installation. The connection shall be made in accor-
dance with the appliance manufacturer’s installation in-
structions.

801.10.3 Connection to masonry fireplace flue. A con-
nector shall extend from the appliance to the flue serving a
masonry fireplace such that the flue gases are exhausted di-
rectly into the flue. The connector shall be provided with ac-
cess or shall be removable for inspection and cleaning of
both the connector and the flue. Listed direct connection de-
vices shall be installed in accordance with their listing.

801.11 Multiple solid fuel prohibited. A solid fuel-burning
appliance or fireplace shall not connect to a chimney passage-
way venting another appliance.

801.12 Chimney entrance. Connectors shall connect to a
chimney flue at a point not less than 12 inches (305 mm) above
the lowest portion of the interior of the chimney flue.

801.13 Cleanouts. Masonry chimney flues shall be provided
with a cleanout opening having a minimum height of 6 inches
(152 mm). The upper edge of the opening shall be located not
less than 6 inches (152 mm) below the lowest chimney inlet
opening. The cleanout shall be provided with a tight-fitting,
noncombustible cover.

Exception: Cleanouts shall not be required for chimney
flues serving masonry fireplaces, if such flues are provided
with access through the fireplace opening.

801.14 Connections to exhauster. All appliance connections
to a chimney or vent equipped with a power exhauster shall be
made on the inlet side of the exhauster. All joints on the positive
pressure side of the exhauster shall be sealed to prevent flue-
gas leakage as specified by the manufacturer’s installation in-
structions for the exhauster.

801.15 Fuel-fired appliances. Masonry chimneys utilized to
vent fuel-fired appliances shall be located, constructed and
sized as specified in the manufacturer’s installation instruc-
tions for the appliances being vented.

801.16 Flue lining. Masonry chimneys shall be lined. The lin-
ing material shall be compatible with the type of appliance con-
nected, in accordance with the appliance listing and
manufacturer’s installation instructions. Listed materials used
as flue linings shall be installed in accordance with their list-
ings and the manufacturer’s installation instructions.

801.16.1 Residential and low-heat appliances (general).
Flue lining systems for use with residential-type and low-
heat appliances shall be limited to the following:

1. Clay flue lining complying with the requirements of
ASTM C 315 or equivalent. Clay flue lining shall be
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installed in accordance with the International Build-
ing Code.

2. Listed chimney lining systems complying with UL
1777.

3. Other approved materials that will resist, without
cracking, softening or corrosion, flue gases and con-
densate at temperatures up to 1,800°F (982°C).

801.17 Space around lining. The space surrounding a flue lin-
ing system or other vent installed within a masonry chimney
shall not be used to vent any other appliance. This shall not pre-
vent the installation of a separate flue lining in accordance with
the manufacturer’s installation instructions and this code.

801.18 Existing chimneys and vents. Where an appliance is
permanently disconnected from an existing chimney or vent, or
where an appliance is connected to an existing chimney or vent
during the process of a new installation, the chimney or vent
shall comply with Sections 801.18.1 through 801.18.4.

801.18.1 Size. The chimney or vent shall be resized as nec-
essary to control flue gas condensation in the interior of the
chimney or vent and to provide the appliance or appliances
served with the required draft. For the venting of oil-fired
appliances to masonry chimneys, the resizing shall be in ac-
cordance with NFPA 31.

801.18.2 Flue passageways. The flue gas passageway shall
be free of obstructions and combustible deposits and shall
be cleaned if previously used for venting a solid or liquid
fuel-burning appliance or fireplace. The flue liner, chimney
inner wall or vent inner wall shall be continuous and shall be
free of cracks, gaps, perforations or other damage or deteri-
oration which would allow the escape of combustion prod-
ucts, including gases, moisture and creosote. Where an oil-
fired appliance is connected to an existing masonry chim-
ney, such chimney flue shall be repaired or relined in accor-
dance with NFPA 31.

801.18.3 Cleanout. Masonry chimneys shall be provided
with a cleanout opening complying with Section 801.13.

801.18.4 Clearances. Chimneys and vents shall have air-
space clearance to combustibles in accordance with the In-
ternational Building Code and the chimney or vent
manufacturer’s installation instructions.

Exception: Masonry chimneys equipped with a chim-
ney lining system tested and listed for installation in
chimneys in contact with combustibles in accordance
with UL 1777, and installed in accordance with the man-
ufacturer’s instructions, shall not be required to have
clearance between combustible materials and exterior
surfaces of the masonry chimney. Noncombustible
fireblocking shall be provided in accordance with the In-
ternational Building Code.

801.19 Multistory prohibited. Common venting systems for
appliances located on more than one floor level shall be prohib-
ited, except where all of the appliances served by the common
vent are located in rooms or spaces that are accessed only from
the outdoors. The appliance enclosures shall not communicate
with the occupiable areas of the building.

SECTION 802
VENTS

802.1 General. All vent systems shall be listed and labeled.
Type L vents and pellet vents shall be tested in accordance with
UL 641.

802.2 Vent application. The application of vents shall be in ac-
cordance with Table 802.2.

TABLE 802.2
VENT APPLICATIONS

VENT TYPES APPLIANCE TYPES

Type L oil vents

Oil-burning appliances listed and labeled
for venting with Type L vents; gas
appliances listed and labeled for venting
with Type B vents.

Pellet vents Pellet fuel-burning appliances listed and
labeled for venting with pellet vents.

802.3 Installation. Vent systems shall be sized, installed and
terminated in accordance with the vent and appliance manufac-
turer’s installation instructions.

802.4 Vent termination caps required. Type L vents shall ter-
minate with a listed and labeled cap in accordance with the vent
manufacturer’s installation instructions.

802.5 Type L vent terminations. Type L vents shall terminate
not less than 2 feet (610 mm) above the highest point of the roof
penetration and not less than 2 feet (610 mm) higher than any
portion of a building within 10 feet (3048 mm).

802.6 Minimum vent heights. Vents shall terminate not less
than 5 feet (1524 mm) in vertical height above the highest con-
nected appliance flue collar.

Exceptions:
1. Venting systems of direct vent appliances shall be in-

stalled in accordance with the appliance and the vent
manufacturer’s instructions.

2. Appliances listed for outdoor installations incorporat-
ing integral venting means shall be installed in accor-
dance with their listings and the manufacturer’s
installation instructions.

3. Pellet vents shall be installed in accordance with the
appliance and the vent manufacturer’s installation in-
structions.

802.7 Support of vents. All portions of vents shall be ade-
quately supported for the design and weight of the materials
employed.

802.8 Insulation shield. Where vents pass through insulated
assemblies, an insulation shield constructed of not less than
No. 26 Gage sheet metal shall be installed to provide clearance
between the vent and the insulation material. The clearance
shall be not less than the clearance to combustibles specified by
the vent manufacturer’s installation instructions. Where vents
pass through attic space, the shield shall terminate not less than
2 inches (51 mm) above the insulation materials and shall be se-
cured in place to prevent displacement. Insulation shields pro-
vided as part of a listed vent system shall be installed in
accordance with the manufacturer’s installation instructions.
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